
APPENDIX A 

Code of Medical Neutrality in Armed Conflict 
(These standards are based on rules and principles concerning medical neutrality set forth in 
the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their two additional protocols of 1977, and apply 
to all situations of international and internal armed conflict.) 

1. Sick and wounded combatants and civilians shall be protected, treated humanely, and 
provided with medical care without delay. 

2. Medical workers shall be respected, protected, and assisted in the performance of their 
medical duties. 

3. The sick and wounded shall be treated regardless of their affiliations and with no 
distinction on any grounds other than medical ones. 

4. Medical workers shall not be punished for providing ethical medical care, regardless of 
the persons benefiting from it, or for refusing to perform unethical medical treatment. 

5. Attacks on defenseless sick or wounded combatants or civilians are prohibited. Upon 
detention, they shall receive thorough and responsible medical exams and medical care. 

6. Medical workers shall have access to those in need of medical care, especially in areas 
where civilian medical services have been disrupted. Similarly, people in need of medical 
care shall have access to such services. 

7. Medical facilities, equipment, supplies and transports shall be respected and protected, 
regardless of whom they serve, and shall not be destroyed. 

8. A recognized medical emblem, such as the red cross or the red crescent, shall be 
displayed by all medical units, personnel, and transports provided it is used for medical 
purposes only. 

9. Parties to an armed conflict shall cooperate to make and support practical agreements for 
the care of the sick and wounded. 

10. No party to a conflict can legitimately claim to serve the interests of its nation's citizens 
if it violates this code, which is based on moral, ethical and legal principles. 




























