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PREFACE

In February 1990, Physicians for Human Rights (PHR) sent a team of three
physicians to Panama to investigate the medical and psychological consequences of the
U.S. invasion in December 1989. We did so because we believe that the American
and world public has a right to know the human costs of the conflict.

Almost from its inception in 1986, PHR has sent medical teams into the field to
investigate and report on the consequences of conflict in a variety of settings. In
1987, we reported on the effects of the use of massive quantities of tear gas in South
Korea’s major cities. In the same year, we investigated the use of indiscriminate
force by General Noriega’s forces against unarmed civilian demonstrators in Panama.
In 1988, we sent a team to the West Bank and the Gaza Strip to chronicle the
deliberate beatings and use of lethal ammunition by Israel’s occupying forces. In that
year, we also traveled to Turkey, where our team interviewed Kurdish victims of
Iraqi use of poison gas. In 1989, we reported on Soviet use of chemical weapons
against peaceful demonstrators in Tbilisi and on the violations of medical neutrality
against hospital facilities and medical personnel in El Salvador’s civil war. In 1990,
in addition to the mission to Panama, we began to document the medically related
violations of human rights in the Gulf Crisis beginning with the invasion and
occupation of Kuwait. Finally in 1991, five additional missions examined the Gulf
War consequences. PHR teams also assessed the effect on civilians of civil conflict in
Burma and land mine injuries in Cambodia.

PHR joins with others in the human rights community in monitoring compliance
with the Geneva Conventions and international human rights laws. PHR’s special
role is to bring medical, public health and psychiatric skills to the investigation of
abuses and their consequences.

While others have called into question the legality of the invasion of Panama as
well as the United States’ compliance with the laws of war in conducting the invasion,
we use our insights as medical professionals to examine the health-related
consequences of the conflict. We recognize that even in situations where there is no
clear-cut illegality, there may be serious or even catastrophic loss to civilians and
needless suffering and cruelty to soldiers and prisoners of war.

Jonathan Fine, M.D.
Executive Director
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