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;b 0 1 '  n l ~ d -  199 l , (:atl~tlorlia hat1 10,000 hospital hctls--a I C I I -  

1 i ) l t I  I I I ~ ~  CACI-  hi11ie 111~- K ~ I I I C I .  Rouge pcriotl--and inorc rhdn 500 
tilli~lcr 1~11ysic.ians. A S  wcll as over 7.000 nuraca, rnctlic.nl ashistants, 
r l i ~ r l  m idu  ives. 1 l o w c ~  cr, international hcalt t i  asacasnlcrlt teams 
t j ~ v u  routinely fij11t1d them to be pool-ly paid, poorly trai t~cd.  and 
isoliited from thc ~riainstrearn of puhlit hcalrh and primary carc 
dt.velopmc.~~ts iri other parts nf ~ h c  wn1.1d. I;ircr~ the poor clualirv 
of  healthrarc, t h c  impart of mines is all [ h e  morc  appallirlg -- i L  
rctur-ning r~fiigrc5 get hu r t ,  what Tacili~ics w i l l  1)c a\;+ilahlc to t I-cat 
t hcm' 

Govcr~lmcr~r  hcalth o f l i c i a  poi~l t  to [ h e  natiur~al ~xpanr lcd  
progrnln ~ I I  i t r~ l r~ l~r~ iza t ion ,  started in 1986, as one of [hei r  1nw.t 
notablc at~hievctrierits in hcalth care. Thc  PI-ngrain has I'1iI1y 
vacrinalcd GO to 70 pcrccllt nf childrcrl in P h n o r ~ ~  Pcnh  and 12 of 
thc ca~ i r~ t ry ' r  18 l~rovirlccs.70 '-1.here are wide paps, howcvcr, in 
the program's c.otbcrage because mcdical p c r ~ o i ~ n o l  cannnt  crlr er 
ccr-tairi c.onflic.t xnlics. 

1:ni- I I I ~ S I  Oamhodians, access to hcalrt~ care is a luxury. I n  
1990, ov1y 53 pcr-ccrlt of thc popl~lation had acccss r o  health 
scrvices." C)ftcn t hosc i r i  grearcst riecrl Iivc in rural arcas where 
living ronditiorls foster illness a11d (tisuasc. Cambodia's inlint  
mortal i ty  rate ( I M K )  now stands at 133 pcr thousand,  placing i~ i r i  

U S I ( :  t.,F's worst riitcgory, and,  ill trlarl~ parts of  the c,ounlry, the 
physir.i;tllip;lt i c r ~  ratio [nay reach as high as onc pcr- 30,000 or 

" ~ c c  S I i i l - s chh~~rn .  1.. t l~v i l i i r l t i ,  and J .  Salud, "Crirical Needs 
.4ssussment i l l  (;nrr~l)lulin. - r h ~ -  I lutnnriit~~~inri f%31ics," ;a report to tlle v.S. 
h g a ~ c y  for I I I ~ L ' ~ - I ~ R ~ ~ c ) I I . I ~  Ikvclr~pinrnt, .4pril 199 1 , I,, t i  

' I ~ c c  1 Jrl~tcll y.r~ionx llevrlopmerlt I'rtigr~m, I lrilnan I h e l o p m ~ r r /  
X e { ~ o t /  1991 ( O s l t ) ~ - d .  C)~ful-rl Urhirbcrsit y l'rcsr, 19'31 ), p 123. T h e  L X D P  
r,~nlicrl Ca~nbodi ,~ 1.ln out of  I GU rauiltrics for  19L.30 hascd on its human 
d~ \~e lop rncn t  i ~ l d c x .  a scr nf indlcc~ used to measure such things ;as health 
dclivcr) ,  irlc omc d~str~l)ulion, life e x p c r ~ m c y  at birth, and cducatlnn. 

lnoru.7'2 Fiftcen percent of testcrl 1,lootl (.;it rics I I L * ~ ) , ~ [  i~ is. 
Epirlcmir diseases, such as malaria, tuherrulo5ir. dial-1-hc;i, ail11 
dcilg11e fcver, are widespread, and, acctlrtlitlg Ir, a n  A111 
asrcssmcnr ream that visited C:atnhodia in ..lp~-il 1 !4!+ 1 , "g~)otl 
c v i d u ~ ~ c c  exists that prccoritiitioi~s fbr [ari] ulnl~rgr .  01' I hcrc 
di scascs arc prcscn I ." 

l 'oday ~ h c r c  are  several forcigtl 111rdir.;11 relief 
or-ga~~izatiurls opcl-atillg in ~:arnhotl ia.~" For the I I I I ) \ ~  part, lhcsc 
groups ~ o r ~ t i r i ~  thcir activities to a pat.liculal- hobpila1 or hcalth 
1"-oblern. Siilce 1'381, the Frcnrh Kcd Cross has suppnr~cd  n 
ti,lrinnal tuberculosis control program. World i'rhiotl maintains a 
Lar-gc chiltIren's hospital in Pt~~iorr i  l'e1111. A[i( l  across thc city, a t  
lhC C:alomctc Hospi~al ,  doctors with I\l&rIctin.; d u  h f ~ ~ i d ~ '  ;ire 
c,r,ilrt r-l~ctirlg a 11cw surgical unit. 

Sillrc 1979, ~ h c  ICRC has aet up  sut.gi~-al tcarns in Larnljot, 
Pr~rsai, arid >lorlgol Borei pi-i lna~.ily to trcat r hc  war  i~l,ju~-uti. 
Ilet-ause of the largc n u ~ n h c r  of \.r-ar \ \ - ( I I I I I ( ~ C ' ( ~ ,  I I I C  l(:KC: IIAVU 
begun f rst-aid ~l-aining tjrogI-arlla ar lo( .il 11citl1li clir~irs. 1 1 1  

O c ~ o h e r  1990. 11iu I(:K(:. ill cnrlj\~t~c.tior~ i v i r l l  thc \ l i r ~ i c i r . ~  uC 
I Ical~ll ,  rcvivctl 11ic N ; ~ I  innal Hlutlcl ~l'r;in~l'i~.riori C:ct~tc~- irl Phtlorr~ 
t ) e ~ ~ h .  Early in Itl!ll 1 1 1 ~ -  l)ltu)rl I l a ~ ~ l ' \  motlilc ilrlils bcgal~ collet:ting 
1)lood in var-io11s l ) , i ~ - ~ s  01-~l-rc c.i~!,  1 ) )  r)fi'ct-irlg clcl[iilt-> a ineal ;ind a 
U(:(l (;ros$ 'I--sllirl. 

Sucll ijr'?grr55; ~ ~ o l ~ i t l ~ s l a ~ l r i i  n ~ ,  oI1r il01cg;ili~)tl f o i l ~ ~ d  rhat 
l)lootl was i l l  c , r - i t i c : , i I l \ .  shol-t r~rpply i t i  ~ic;i~,l:, c v c r y  h~)>ll i ta l  we 
vihi;(:(j i r ~  C;i~r~bodi,i.  For lanil I I I ~ I I ~  virrinih, I I ~ C  ~ ~ ~ i l ~ l - ) i l i t ~  01' 
t,lood c a n  oiicri irlt.,111 l i f i  or dearh. l\'e also fotlnd 111a1 Iloslj'ir<il.\ 

in or near ronflirr sl.c:;ls W C ~ C  i l l  S C I . ~ O ~ ~ S  I ~ C U ( ~  of S-I.>~?- ii1111. 
anesrhcr i r ~ ,  an t  ihio~it-s, lalcx gloves, a ~ l d  si~r-gic,i~l s~~pll l ius.  

721\,y. C O T I I ~ ; , I ~ ~ ~ I I ,  in many parts of Suctan, which along w;~h 
Cninb~~din 1;111hs .is olic (IT thc worltl's moat irrlpovur-i\hctl c-our~t~.ics, 111c 

pll\ i , ~ r i , ' l ~ ; i l  icr11 I . i t  io mil? rcarh a s  high a:, oIle pcr 2,1,000. 

-, 

l ~ ~ . ~ l l l ~ , l , ~  I I I ~ ~ I I  JI,C x r e d ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~  L ~ ~ - > I ~ C I C ,  L ~ ~ S ~ O I I ,  ~ I C ~ I U  ,115 S N I ~  
I. ~ - d > r ~ ~ i r r ( . \ >  . t i i < l  w ~ c r . i l  I ~ ~ I I I S  fro111 k c 1  Cross irtics. 
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