










In late 1981, as the nurthcasr ~ ~ i n d s  ushel-ccl in the  dry 
scason. the l'iutrlaolesc laurlchud a rnajor offcnsivc against the 
g~~cr r i l l as  arid  heir cnra~nprricrl~s on the (:amt~o(lian side of the 
bordur. l o r  five rriorlths, they pouridcd rhc bordt.1- with artillcry 
fir-c, surlding some  220,000 civiliaris arid cor~halanrs fleeir~g into 
-I 'haila~~d. '1 he rcfilgees gathered in 14 carnps alorig thc 700- 
kilomctcr hol-dcr from L!bon in the north t o  'I'rat in ~ h c  south. 
-I-he '1-l~ai authorities agreed to grant thcm temporary asy lutn as 
" t i  isplarcd persons," but only until security condir inns perrnittcd 
thcir- rcrul-~-r to Carnbodia. 

Nearly all the camps and thcir military appendages were 
lorated clost. to thc horder, partly lo rein fort:^ thcir temporary 
na t~we a11d partly to rnairltairl their "burner" fiir~c.tion. With the 
gr~crrillas pus11t.cl i~lro Thai territory, the Vietnamese effectively 
scalcd offthe bordcr by laying extcrlsivc ~ninclicl(!s. Si111ila1-ly. the 
'l'hais and resistarlce ibrccs, feariilg a Vietnamese invasion, hcavilv 
~ n i n c d  kc): positions just over the 1)ortlur. 

So dangerous was the trip at:ross the n~ir~efit.l(ls, few 
c,ivilian rcfilgees--~lo rrlore than a k w  hl~ridrud, according to onc 
s < ~ u ~ - ( : u ~ ~ - - v c n t  [Ired back to Carnbodia I~etwccn 1985 and 1 088. 
I hr: mines  also te r r~porar i l~  stoppctl the trans-border black market 
trade. 11~1%-cvcr: ii>r- rhose willi~ig to take the risk, thcrc were 
"guides" who charged up t o  -l'llai Balll 200 (I;S$ 8) per pcrson--an 
experisivu proposil ion for most camp reside~lt +-to cscorl refugees 
through thu ~nirleficlcls. 

B y  late 1085, a year after the Vietl~amcse dry-season 
offensive, tllc rcfugcc pop~llat io~l  inside T h a i l a ~ ~ d  had stabilized ar 
ahout 500,000 persorls, settling into scvural carnps alorlg thc 
11ordt.r- (suu /\ppcndix 13). Mines were rcportcdly p1at:cd around 
fl lu  c.alnl)s to prcvcnt Vicrnamese incursions -- or to control thc 
iriovclncnl of  rcfi~gucs. Under the control of dit'fcrcnt resistal~ce 

1. , i r  , I ~ O I I S .  . tllc rcl;lgcr:b wc:rt' ~~cr-ioclir:~iIly ii)rccrl biick across to 
I I O I - ( ~ C I -  to c.;c~-l-v a l r i ~ n ~ i l ~ i t i o ~ ~  or s~~p~)I ic . ' i  i~uuded by the gucr.r-illit 
; i r - 1 1 1  i c ~ .  

:\li r.1- I l l u  ]\ , i t  t~cll-awl11 of \:ictr~;lmusc l i~rres in Scpru111l)er 
1 !IS!), r llc rllovc.llluIlt ar.l-oss I ht. 1)orclcr itltc~lsiiicd, as each Llctior~ 
~ u ~ i g l i t  tu csttil~lish it 1)rcscw:e i t1  thc arcas they had occupied. Thc  
1'ic.t tla~llcsc wit ll(lr;iw;il also gavc the Khrnur Rougu, b y  f i r  thc 
311-otigcst 01' t11c tilt-cc I.;trriorls, a ncw leasu or1 l i fu,  arid led to 
i~~tulisifictl i igl~t i r~g t)c~ivccrl Phnom Perlh goverrlIricrit iurccs arid 
Iif~r~icl- Rorlgc g~~rrr'illiis. Fcar thnt ~ h u  lihrricr Rouge rrlight 
1 . ~ 1  111-11 to power. co t l ~ t ) i ~ ~ e d  W I  t h the chiirlgirlg ir~tt'rrlaliuri;1[ 
t.~ivir-oll~ncrlt of'1Iic: "post C:olrl  CVar ura",  i ~ ~ j u ( . t ~ ' d  a dvllanlistn irlto 
I I I C  l>c;icc ~ I - o ( , c \ \  I I I A I  pro(111ccd 1 hc I'cI-111 5 l'r,ar~~cwork of' 
S V ~ I  u1111,ct- I !f!)O. 

' l 'oward Peace 

' 1 ' 1 1 ~  fil-sr glitlit~lcr of' hopc thnr t h e  crld lo thu iightirlg 
111ig11t 1)c i l l  hig111 c,;itnu url l Q > t j l  26, 1991, n.11~11 rcprcseritatives of  
1 1 1 ~ '  I ' III~UIII l'cr111 goverrlrnerlt alld the three r c s i s t ~ n r c  grollps 
,i~i-t.r.d I(> ,i cu;ise-iirc as of Xlav I .  'l'wo motiths later, in t h e  -1-hai 
I O W I I  of' Piitt,~?;~, thuy agreed furtht.1- to a rnol-ator-ium on arms 
i1r11)ort.s ; l~ld to a l l o ~ \  rhc 12-~-nctnt)cr- St~pr,rnic h',itiurl;~l Coc~rlcil 
iSS( : )  ", ;i 1 1  ; t~~s i t io r~a l  t)u(iy SUI-IIIC~I ~ I I  I O!jU I I I I ~ C ~  ;i 1;tlitcd 
S,~tio~i I ) ( ! ; I ( , ~ :  l ) l a i ~ l *  to \rt 111j l ~ c ~ ; ~ ~ l t l l ~ : ~ t - ~ c t - ~  i [ i  l'l11io111 I'c1111 t)y tllr 
c111i oi' I!)!) I .  

"'5ih ,,r r hc. I h t l rml~c r s  of the Supreme Naiionnl Council are 
~cprcscntnrivec (11 tht. I'hrlotrl Pcnh govcrntrlcr~l: c.ac.11 of- 1 1 1 ~  ~-~si\~iirlcc 
gl - ( - )up~ has t w t )  ~~c:l>~-~:su~itativcs. 
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