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December 1, 2007: World AIDS Day

President George W. Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Bush:

We, the undersigned health professionals, write to urge you to reinforce United
States leadership in addressing the global AIDS pandemic. We applaud your
unparalleled commitment to the AIDS crisis, the most devastating public health
crisis in history. You have shown great compassion and leadership in continuing to
place the US in the forefront of the international response against HIV/AIDS. As you
begin your last year as President, we challenge you to continue to build your legacy
by increasing the US investment in global health, including in efforts to combat
AIDS.

Significant progress has been made in achieving many of the original goals set out
in May 2003, when Congress passed the legislation that launched the President’s
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief [PEPFAR). Yet, as noted in the UNAIDS 2007 report
Financial Resources Required to Achieve Universal Access to HIV Prevention,
Treatment, Care and Support, “Significantly more funding is needed to achieve the
promise of universal access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support. Failure
to move beyond the present successes will only cause the epidemic to worsen.”

Achieving the US commitment to universal access to comprehensive HIV/AIDS
prevention, treatment, care, and support by 2010 will require a considerable
increase in US investments. Considering the UNAIDS estimate of the financial
resources required to achieve universal access by 2010 as updated to reflect new
epidemiological data, recognizing the United States’ global leadership role in
targeting HIV/AIDS as a health and development priority, and acknowledging the fact
that the US constitutes approximately 42% of the world’s donor country wealth, we
support as an appropriate United States contribution during the five years to be
covered by PEPFAR re-authorization to be at least $55 to $60 billion. This
commitment will save literally millions of lives

In addition to our call for an increase in US investment, we also ask that during the
next phase of PEPFAR you pay special attention to factors that significantly affect
the sustainability and success of US financial investments. Namely, we are
concerned about the need to address severe health worker shortages and shattered
health systems, and the necessity to expand prevention programs that address the
feminization of the AIDS pandemic and the rise in HIV infections among injection
drug users, now acknowledged by global health experts as an urgent global health
concern.
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Poor Health Systems and Health Worker Shortage

The 2007 Institute of Medicine review of PEPFAR stated the following: “The growing consensus is that
existing capacity for HIV/AIDS services is nearing exhaustion.” In July 2007, a World Bank official cited
“limited health system capacity” as the greatest challenge in the fight against HIV/AIDS, including the
“desperate shortage of doctors, health care workers and researchers.”

Fortunately, adequate investments and proper policies can solve this crisis, enabling countries to
increase the numbers of health workers they educate and retain, deploy them where they are most
needed, and provide them the tools they require to meet their patients’ needs. We urge you to support
and invest heavily in initiatives that work closely with each focus country and other AIDS-burdened
countries as they assess existing capacities and limitations, develop country plans to address health
worker capacity constraints and to strengthen health systems. We urge the US to assume a leadership
role in ensuring that, through our investments and those of our partners, countries can fully implement
robust plans to overcome these constraints and develop needed capacity.

The Feminization of the AIDS Pandemic

PEPFAR has supported many programs that are directed at helping reduce HIV risk for women and
girls. But many of these efforts are flawed and inadequate, particularly those that focus only on
abstinence and the ABC (“abstain, be faithful, use condoms”) approach to prevention. Women and
young girls presently comprise more than 60% of those living with HIV in sub-Saharan Africa. Any
solution to the AIDS pandemic must acknowledge the vulnerability of women and the role of gender
inequality. We therefore strongly recommend that PEPFAR increase and expand its focus on programs
that protect women’s rights and address the root causes of HIV transmission: inequalities in the
economic, educational, social, and legal spheres. We also request that all HIV prevention and education
programs be comprehensive, evidence-based, scientifically sound and go “beyond ABC.” Funding
earmarked for abstinence-only programs must be removed. We call for the health rights of women to
be recognized and protected by a well-educated cadre of health workers trained in human rights
protections who are supported by a healthcare system that is free of discrimination. Finally, to protect
the health rights of women, we call for the integration of HIV care into all areas of the health system,
particularly reproductive health and family planning services, and for universal access to PMTCT-plus
programs for all pregnant HIV+ women.

The Rise of HIV Infection among Injection Drug Users

A second wave of the HIV/AIDS pandemic is moving very rapidly across Asia and Eastern Europe. An
estimated 30% of all new infections outside of sub-Saharan Africa are attributed to injection drug use,
yet preventing generalized epidemics in many countries is still possible. Extensive research has shown
that HIV prevention strategies for injection drug users are straight-forward, cost effective, save lives,
and do not increase drug use. A 2006 Institute of Medicine report recommended a comprehensive and
sustainable public health approach to HIV prevention for injection drug users which included needle
exchange, substitution therapy, and vigorous education and outreach efforts. These urgently needed
programs have the potential to curb the spread of HIV in many countries. As healthcare professionals,
we know these strategies work, and therefore call upon the US to provide bold and innovative
leadership by promoting and supporting these evidence-based, effective prevention methods.

President Bush, we recognize that our requests are challenging, but we also know that over the next
several months you have the opportunity to show the United States to be a country that upholds and
values the right of every individual to attain the highest standard of health and dignity regardless of
race, gender, economic status or geographical location. We respectfully urge you to continue to
provide life-saving leadership by increasing your financial commitment and embracing new and bold
prevention and care strategies that will allow us to effectively pursue—and one day, win—our fight
against AIDS.

Thank you for your consideration.



Sincerely,*
*Affiliations are listed for identification purposes only.

cc: Office of the Global AIDS Coordinator
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Christine A. Balt, MS, RN, APRN, BC, AACRN, FNAP
Past President, Association of Nurses in AIDS Care
Nurse Practitioner,

Indiana University Division of Infectious Diseases
Indianapolis, IN

Lucy Bradley-Springer, PhD, RN, ACRN, FAAN

Editor, Journal of the Association of Nurses in AIDS Care (JANAC)

Pl and Director, Mountain Plains AIDS Education and Training Center
Associate Professor of Medicine & Adjunct Associate Professor of
Nursing, University of Colorado at Denver and Health Sciences Center
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Paul Farmer, MD, PhD

Founding Director, Partners in Health;

Chief, Division of Social Medicine and Health Inequalities
Brigham and Women's Hospital;

Co-Director, Program in Infectious Disease and Social Change
Harvard Medical School

Boston, MA

Helene D. Gayle, MD, MPH
President and CEO, CARE USA
Atlanta, GA

Stephen Gloyd, MD, MPH

Professor and Associate Chair

Department of Global Health

Schools of Medicine and Public Health and Community Medicine
University of Washington;

Executive Director, Health Alliance International

Seattle, WA

Gary L. Gottlieb, MD, MBA

President, Brigham and Women's Hospital;
Professor of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School
Boston, MA

Thomas S. Inui, ScM, MD

President and CEO, Regenstrief Institute

Sam Regenstrief Professor of Health Services Research,

Associate Dean for Health Care Research, and Professor of Medicine
Indiana University School of Medicine

Indianapolis, IN
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Phillip K. Peterson, MD

Professor of Medicine

Director, International Medical Education and Research Program
University of Minnesota Medical School

Minneapolis, MN

Gary Sobelson, MD

Family Physician,

Past President, NH Academy of Family Physicians
Concord, NH

Adele A. Webb, PhD, RN, ACRN, FNAP, FAAN
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HIV/AIDS Nursing Certification Board

Akron, OH

Matthew K. Wynia, MD, MPH, FACP
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Minneapolis, MN
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University of Wisconsin-La Crosse and
University of Wisconsin-Extension
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San Francisco, CA
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Professor of Medicine and Public Health
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Atlanta, GA
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Chief, Division of Social Medicine and Health Inequalities
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Harvard Medical School

Boston, MA

Robert S. Lawrence, MD
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Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
Baltimore MD

Kenneth H. Mayer, MD

Director, Brown University AIDS Program;

Professor of Medicine and Community Health, Brown Medical School;
Infectious Disease Physician, Miriam Hospital;

Medical Research Director, Fenway Community Health

Providence, RI

Patricia Rodney, PhD, MPH

Director, MPH Program & Professor
Morehouse School of Medicine
Master of Public Health Program
National Center for Primary Care
Atlanta, GA

George W. Rutherford, MD, AM

Salvatore Pablo Lucia Professor of Epidemiology, Preventive Medicine and Pediatrics
Director, Institute for Global Health

University of California, San Francisco

San Francisco, CA
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Robert D. Siegel, MD

Medical Director

Hartford Hospital

Cancer Clinical Research Office
Hartford, CT

Jonathon Simon, DSc MPH

Chair, Department of International Health
Boston University School of Public Health
Boston, MA

Valerie E. Stone, MD, MPH

Director, Women's HIV/AIDS Program
Massachusetts General Hospital
Associate Professor of Medicine
Harvard Medical School

Boston, MA

Sten Vermund, MD, PhD

Amos Christie Chair in Global Health

Professor of Pediatrics, Medicine, Preventive Medicine, Obstetrics & Gynecology
Director, Institute for Global Health

Vanderbilt University School of Medicine

Nashville, TN

Paul Volberding, MD

Professor and Vice Chair, UCSF Department of Medicine
Chief, Medical Service SF Veterans Affairs Medical Center
Co-Director, UCSF-GIVI Center for AIDS Research
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C. Fordham von Reyn, MD

Director
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Director, Northwest AIDS Education and Training Center
University of Washington
Seattle, WA

Mardge Cohen, MD

Medical Director, Women's Equity in Access to Care and Treatment (WE-ACTx)
Voluntary Attending Physician

Cook County/Stroger Hospital

Chicago IL

Donna Futterman, MD

Director, Adolescent AIDS Program
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics
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Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Bronx, NY

Donna Gallagher, RNCS, MS, ANP, FAAN, MA
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University of MA Medical School

Boston, MA

King Holmes, MD, MPH

Director, Center for AIDS Research,
University of Washington

Seattle, WA

Michael C. Keefer, MD
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University of Rochester School of Medicine;
Associate Director of Scientific Administration,
HIV Vaccine Trials Network

Rochester, NY

Mathilde Krim, PhD

Adjunct Professor, Mailman School of Public Health

Columbia University

Founding Chairman, amfAR, The Foundation for AIDS Research
New York, NY

Jay Levy, MD

Professor of Medicine

Director of Laboratory for Tumor and AIDS Virus Research
University of California, San Francisco

San Francisco, CA

Richard Marlink, MD

Professor of Public Health

Harvard School of Public Health

Scientific Director - Care and Treatment
Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation
Boston, MA

Douglas D. Richman, MD
VA San Diego Healthcare System;
Professor of Pathology and Medicine, University of California San Diego;
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Director, Center for AIDS Research;
Florence Seeley Riford Chair in AIDS Research
La Jolla, CA

Michael S. Saag, MD

Jim Straley Chair in AIDS Research

Director, Division of Infectious Disease and The William C. Gorgas Center for Geographic Medicine
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University of Alabama at Birmingham
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Bruce G. Trigg, MD
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Lucille C. Atkin, PhD
President, Colibri Consulting
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Carol J. Baker, MD
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New York University School of Medicine

New York, NY

Allan Brandt, PhD

Kass Professor of the History of Medicine
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Associate Dean for Medical Education

The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University
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Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS
Yale School of Medicine
New Haven, CT

Keith Henry, MD

HIV Program

Hennepin County Medical Center
Professor of Medicine

University of Minnesota Medical School
Minneapolis, MN

Martin S. Hirsch, MD

Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School
Physician, Massachusetts General Hospital
Editor, the Journal of Infectious Diseases
Boston, MA

R. Paul Johnson, MD
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Health Alliance International
University of Washington
Seattle, WA

David Katzenstein, MD
Professor of Medicine

Stanford University
Stanford, CA

Donald Kollisch, MD
Dartmouth Medical School
Hanover, NH

Gilbert Kombe, MD, MPH

Senior HIV/AIDS Technical Advisor
Health Systems 20/20

Abt Associates Incorporated
Bethesda, MD

Jeffrey Laurence, MD

Professor of Medicine

Weill Medical College of Cornell University;
Senior Scientific Consultant for Programs
amfAR (The Foundation for AIDS Research)
New York, NY

Forrester A. Lee, MD

Professor of Medicine

Assistant Dean of Multicultural Affairs
Yale School of Medicine

New Haven, CT
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Alan R. Lifson, MD, MPH

Professor

Division of Epidemiology and Community Health
School of Public Health

University of Minnesota

Minneapolis, MN

R. Kevin Mallinson, PhD, RN, AACRN

Pl, Nurses SOAR! Global HIV/AIDS Nursing Capacity Building Program
Assistant Professor, Dept of Nursing

Georgetown University

Christopher Masi, MD, PhD

Section of General Internal Medicine
University of Chicago

Chicago, IL

W. Christopher Mathews, MD, MSPH

Director, Owen Clinic;

Professor of Clinical Medicine

University of California San Diego Medical Center
San Diego, CA

Helen Miramontes, MS, ACRN, FAAN
Nursing Consultant
North Las Vegas, NV

Mark Mitchnick, MD

Senior Scientific Consultant

International Partnership for Microbicides
Silver Spring, MD

Sharon Nachman MD
Associate Dean for Research
Professor of Pediatrics
Dept. of Pediatrics

HSC SUNY Stony Brook
Stony Brook, NY

Jennifer Okonsky, RN, MA, ANP
University of California, San Francisco
San Francisco, CA

Dean Parmelee, MD

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Boonshoft School of Medicine
Wright State University

Dayton, OH

Monica E. Peek, MD, MPH

Assistant Professor of Medicine

The University of Chicago Medical Center
Chicago, IL

Philip A. Pizzo, MD
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Carl and Elizabeth Naumann Professor

Professor of Pediatrics and of Microbiology and Immunology
Stanford University School of Medicine

Stanford, CA

Munro H. Proctor MD, MPH

Associate Professor of Medicine

Boston University School of Medicine and Dartmouth Medical School (Retired];
Physician (1992-2006), Banso Baptist Hospital, Cameroon, West Africa

Palo Alto, CA

Josiah D. Rich, M.D., M.P.H.

Professor of Medicine and Community Health
Brown University

The Miriam Hospital

Providence, RI

Keat Sanford, PhD

Assistant Dean for Admissions & Medical Student Affairs
University of Connecticut School of Medicine
Farmington, CT

John Schneider MD, MPH
Research Fellow

Section of Infectious Diseases
Tufts-New England Medical Center
Boston, MA

John Schumann, MD

Assistant Professor of Medicine

MacLean Center for Clinical Medical Ethics
Section of General Internal Medicine
Human Rights Program

University of Chicago

Chicago, IL

John Sidle, MD

Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine, Indiana University School of Medicine
Guest Lecturer, Moi University School of Medicine, Eldoret, Kenya

Co-Field Director of Research, IU-Kenya Partnership

Indianapolis, IN

Zena Stein, MA, MB, BCh

Professor of Epidemiology and Psychiatry Emerita
Columbia University

New York, NY

Shawn Irene Sutton, MD

Capital Region Physicians Group
Concord Hospital

Concord, NH

Charles van der Horst, MD
Professor of Medicine
University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, NC
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Gabriel T. Virella, MD, PhD

Professor of Microbiology and Immunology
Professor of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine
Director, The AIDS Symposium

Medical University of South Carolina
Charleston, SC

Deborah von Zinkernagel RN, SM, MS

Vice President for Policy, Senior Clinical Expert
Pangaea Global AIDS Foundation

San Francisco, CA

Richard Waddell, DSc

Assistant Professor of Medicine

Section of Infectious Disease & International Health
Dartmouth Medical School

Lebanon, NH

Ronald Waldman, MD, MPH

Professor of Clinical Population and Public Health
Mailman School of Public Health

Columbia University

New York, NY

Mary Warner, MMSc, PA-C

Assistant Dean

Yale School of Medicine, Physician Associate Program
New Haven, CT

Debbie M. Winters, APRN-BC, AACRN
Clinical Training Specialist - NY/NJ AETC
Nurse Advisor - I-TECH, Ethiopia
Seattle, WA

Kara Wools-Kaloustian M.D.
Assistant Professor

Indiana University School of Medicine
Co-Field Director of Research
IU-Kenya Program

Indianapolis, IN
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