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October 24, 2008

Dr. Kent Hill

Assistant Administrator for Global Health
US Agency for International Development
RRB 3.06-072

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20523-3100

Dear Dr. Hill,

As leading medical and public health experts and members of Physicians for Human Rights, we
are writing to express our concern at USAID'’s recent decision to force governments in six
African countries to discontinue the provision of USAID-funded contraceptives to Marie Stopes
International (MSI).

In our work throughout the world, we have seen first-hand the importance of ensuring that
women have access to adequate family planning through accessible community-based clinics.
The decision to discontinue the distribution of US-funded contraceptives to MSI in Ghana,
Malawi, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Uganda and Zimbabwe will increase maternal deaths,
jeopardize the reproductive health of women and deny both women and men the decision of
when or whether to have a child.

MSI is a reputable organization that works in partnership with African governments to increase
voluntary, client-centered family planning services. The decision to limit access to US-funded
contraceptives to women in Sub-Saharan Africa as a result of a baseless and inaccurate claim
that MSI supports the Chinese government’s support of coercive abortion and forced
sterilization in China is illogical and dangerous to the lives of innocent women in Africa. It also
undermines the decision-making authority and the planning of health ministries and
governments in these six countries. African governments will struggle to find equivalent
donations of contraceptives to fill the gap created by this decision.

Maternal and infant mortality and morbidity remain shockingly high in the African countries
affected by this decision, especially in rural areas. Research shows that unmet family planning
needs in these countries contribute to increased maternal and infant mortality and morbidity.
MSI operates clinics in extremely rural areas in these African countries and frequently provides
the only option for women in need of family planning support.
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This decision, which is based on ideology and not on scientific evidence or best public health practice, sets
a dangerous precedent and undermines USAID's role as a development and humanitarian assistance
organization. We urge you to immediately reverse the decision to suspend access to US-funded
contraceptives to MSI clinics in Sub-Saharan Africa. The health and human rights of millions of families in
these six countries depend on it.

Sincerely,

Donna J. Barry, NP, MPH
Advocacy and Policy Manager
Partners In Health

Boston, MA

Lincoln C. Chen, MD, MPH
Chair, Global Health Workforce Alliance;
Fellow, Harvard University Asia Center

Mardge Cohen, MD

Department of Medicine

Cook County/Stroger Hospital
Professor of Medicine, Rush University
Medical Director, WE-ACTx

Pat Daoust, RN, MSN

Director, Health Action AIDS Campaign
Physicians for Human Rights
Cambridge, MA

Paul Farmer, MD, PhD

Co-founder, Partners In Health;

Associate Chief, Division of Global Health Equity

Brigham and Women's Hospital;

Presley Professor, Department of Global Health and Social Medicine
Harvard Medical School

Boston, MA

King K. Holmes, MD, PhD

Director, Center for AIDS and STD

William H. Foege Chair, Department of Global Health,
University of Washington;

Chief, Infectious Diseases, Harborview Medical Center
Seattle, WA

Wendy Johnson, MD, MPH

Clinical Assistant Professor, University of Washington
Director of New Initiatives, Health Alliance International
Seattle, WA
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Sandra Kiapi, Esq

Executive Director

Action Group for Health, Human Rights, and HIV/AIDS
Kampala, Uganda

Jim Yong Kim, MD, PhD

Division of Global Health Equity

Brigham and Women’s Hospital

Department of Global Health and Social Medicine

Harvard Medical School

Francois Xavier Bagnoud Center for Health and Human Rights
Harvard School of Public Health

Boston, MA

Jay Levy, MD

Professor of Medicine

Director of Laboratory for Tumor and AIDS Virus Research
University of California, San Francisco

San Francisco, CA

Kenneth H. Mayer, MD

Professor of Medicine and Community Health, Brown University
Medical Research Director, Fenway Community Health

Boston, MA

Joia S. Mukherjee, MD, MPH

Medical Director, Partners In Health

Director, Institute for Health and Social Justice
Assistant Professor, Harvard Medical School
Division of Social Medicine and Health Inequalities
Brigham and Women's Hospital

Boston, MA

Nancy Padian, PhD

Distinguished Fellow, RTI International

Adjunct Professor, School of Public Health, UC Berkeley
San Francisco, CA

Helen Potts, PhD

Chief Program Officer for Health Programs
Physicians for Human Rights

Cambridge, MA

Paul Volberding, MD

Professor and Vice Chair, UCSF Department of Medicine
Co-Director, UCSF-GIVI Center for AIDS Research

San Francisco, CA
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